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ABSTRACT

ThisresearchisaimedatanalyzingtheeffectivenessoftheSmallGroup
Discussion/InteractiontechniqueinteachingWritingHortatoryExpositionText.
Thisresearch isTrue experimentalwith pretestand posttestdesign.The
population ofthis research was the eleventh graders students ofSMA
RaudlatulUlum GondanglegiMalang,Indonesiaintheacademic2018-2019.
Students’writingachievementwasmeasuredbyanobjectivetest.Thefindings
oftheresearchrevealedastatisticallysignificanteffectbetweenwritingscore
andpost-testsontheirwritingtest.Basedonthestatisticalcomputation,the
valuefortreatmentis.000withthelevelofconfidence95%(α=.05),thus,thep-
valuewassmallerthan(.05).Inotherwords,thereisanydifferencetaughtby
usingSmallGroupDiscussion/Interaction.Thesignificantimprovementonthe
posttestscoreoftheexperimentalgroupwasaffectedbyseveralreason.Firstly,
theimplementationofSmallGroupDiscussion/Interactionhelpedstudentsto
organizetheinformationtheygotfrom thematerialinaffectiveway.Secondly,
the implementation ofSmallGroup Discussion/Interaction prevented the
students’feelingastheyneverfeltbefore.
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INTRODUCTION

AccordingtoTarigan1 Writingskillisoneofcommunicationtoolthat
haveimportantroleindailylife.Bywriting,peoplecanexpresstheiridea.
Tarigansaidthatwritingislanguageskillthatisusedtocommunicatewith
otherindirectly.Writingisalsoaproductiveandexpressiveactivity.According
tosomeexpertsofwriting,writingisfindingnew things.Itissupportedby
Heriyawati2,oneofthebestlecturesinMalang,inherarticles.Shesaidthat
writingisthemostcomplicatedskilltoaccomplish.Itisbelievedthatwriting
forcesusorwritertoberesponsibleforparagraphcontent,organizationand
diction,aswellascomplexgrammarwhichcanbeaccounted.Itmeans,when
wewritedown,wehavealreadybeenthinkingfirstaboutwhatweweregoingto
sayandhow tosayit.Afterthat,welookatourwrittentexttochangeitinto
writtenform andmakecorrection.

1Tarigan,H.G.Menulis.SebagaiSuatuKeterampilanBerbahasa.(Bandung:Angkasa,2013).

p.03

2Heriyawati,D.F.TheImplementationofContent-BasedApproachinImprovingAcademic

WritingSkillsofEFLStudents.(Malang:UniversitasKanjuruhan,2014).p.01
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Writtenform ismadetoshow thatwritingprovidesinformationforthe
readersandpersuadethereaderstodosomethinglikeproposedinit.Wecan
shareitinmanymedia,suchusmagazine,newspaperandallmediawewant.
Especiallyareforeveryinstitutionlikeschool,universityandetc.Ifwemasterin
thisskill,wewillbeabletocommunicateeachothereasily.InIndonesia,writing
stillinthehighlevelforIndonesianstudents’,sothattheywerenotableto
communicateeachotherbyusingwrittenform,especiallyusingEnglish.

Dhimas mentioned in his thesis about the academic writing of
Indonesianstudentswasabletobecalledinthelowlevel.3Itwasprovedofthe
lowestScientificworkwhichdonebytheIndonesianstudents. Basedonthe
listofAsiaPublication,Indonesiawasplacedatthe12of20countriesinAsian
Pacific.Inaddition,Indonesianstudentsneedsomethingtohelpthem reaching
theacademicwritingqualification.Somethingwhichcanforcethem toface
andsolvetheirownproblemsinacademicwriting.itcanbeatechniqueorway
forteacherinteachinglearningactivity.Iftheteachercangiveagoodand
interestingwayortechnique,theteachercanhelpstudentsto solvetheir
problemsinteachinglearningprocess.ItcanbecalledasStrategy.According
toDhimasopinionabouttheacademicwritingofIndonesianstudents,Strategy
isthebestsolution.

Rhalmi4saidthatStrategyistechniquetosolveproblem whichisposed
bythelanguageinputandoutput.Itisalso calledthespecialorspecific
treatmentthatwemadeforbreakingsomething.Inconclusion,strategyhelps
teacherinteachinglearningactivityandhelpsstudentsinunderstandingthe
lessonmaterial.Teacherneedthestrategyinteachingnotonlyformakean
easyteachingandmakestudentseasilyinunderstandingthelessonmaterial
butalsocanmakeagoodatmosphereinteachinglearningprocess.Thisisthe
logicreasonwhyteachershouldusethestrategyinteaching.Oneofthe
effectivestrategiesisdividingthewholeclassinseveralgroups.

Althoughsomeresearchaboutgroupdiscussionhadbeenconducted,
thisresearchisstillworthyforotherpeople.Inconclusion,wecanclearlysee
that the method is effective on teaching writing skill.Furthermore,the
researchertriedtomeasurethismethodiseffectiveinteachingwritingskill.
AccordingtoDyaninherfinalprojectwhichwastakenfrom oneofexpertsthat
thesmallgroupcandiscusscontent,italsocanshareideasinsolvingthe
problems.Edyalsostatedthatsmallgroupdiscussionwashighlyeffectivein
improvingthestudents’writingachievement.Asaresult,thisexperimental
researchisconducted.

Writingisawayofcommunicatingamessagetoareaderforapurpose.5

Thepurposesofwritingaretoexpressoneself,provideinformationforher
readers,persuadethereaderstodosomethingasproposedinthewriting,and
createaliterarywork.

3Dhimas,A.K.Persadha.StudiKompetensiKemampuanMenulisdiKalanganMahasiswa.

(Malang:UniversitasNegeriMalang,2016).p.01
4Rhalmi,M.HowtoTeachWritingSkillstoESLandEFLStudents.(Accessedon30July2020).
5Susanti,Nova.ImprovingStudents’AchievementinWritingHortatoryExpositionTexts

ThroughDictoglossTechnique.(Medan:EnglishDepartment,2010).



34

Alivsaidhisthesisthatprocessofwritingiseverythingthatwriterdoes,
from themomentwriterstartstothinkaboutideaorwhatwillthewriterdoin
writing,untilthefinalwritingiscomplete.6 Everywritergivesaversionof
processwritingstagesorstepsdifferently.Therearethreestepsintheprocess
ofwriting.ThosearePrewriting,Writing,andRewriting.Intheprewritingstages,
thewritercollectsanyideasfrom somesources.Then,arrangingtheideasinto
writtenform inthewritingstages.Thelastisrewriting.Itmeanslikerevising.In
thisstage,thewriterrevisesthewritingaftermakingcorrectionbeforesharing
orpublishingthefinalform.

TherearemorethantenkindsoftextinEnglishWritingClassthathave
researchermentionsinthefirstchapter.Oneofthem isHortatoryExposition.It
includesinexpositorytext.therearetwokindsofexpositorytext,Hortatory
ExpositionandAnalyticalExposition.

Hortatoryexpositiontextisatypeofspokenorwrittentextthatis
intendedtoexplainthelistenersorreadersthatsomethingshouldorshouldnot
happenorbedone.7

Tosupportthisresearch,therearesomepreviousstudiesrelatedtothis
case.EdyRahmatconducted theresearchwiththesametopic:“Improving
Students’Achievementin Procedure TextWriting Through SmallGroup
DiscussionTechniqueatTenthGradeStudentsofSMAN1SukadanaKayong
Utara,inAcademicyear2011-2012”.8 ThedesignofthestudyisaQuasi
Experimental.Theresultofhisstudywassuccess.Itshowedtheempiricaldata
oftheresearch.Then,DyanAyualsoconducttheresearchbyusingthesame
strategy and the same skills:“Improving the Ability in Writing Hortatory
ExpositionTextsThroughAGroupDiscussionforGradeXIStudentsofSenior
HighSchool,inAcademicYear2008/2009”.9 Thedesignofthisresearchis
Experimentalresearch.Theresultshowed thattheresearchwassuccess.
accordingtothedata,experimentalgroupgetthehigherscorethanthecontrol
group.Itcanbeconcluded,theresultshowedthesignificantdifferenceinthe
achievementbetweenbothclass,experimentalgroupandcontrolgroup.

METHOD

The study attempted to findout the effect of Small Group
Discussion/Interaction on Writing Text. Accordingly, to gain the
accuratemeasurement of the effectiveness of small group

6 Muhammad,AlivRizal.Thesis.Improving the AbilityofEnglish DepartmentStudentsof

KanjuruhanUniversityinWritingDescriptiveEssaysThroughPREMORA.(Malang:University

StateofMalang,2010).p.21.
7Husein,Dr.Rahmad,M.Ed,&Pulungan,Dr.AnniH,M.Hum.SumberBelajarPenunjangPLPG.

(Jakarta:Kemendikbud,2017).

8Rahmat,Edy.ImprovingStudents’AchievementinProcedureTextWritingThroughSmall

GroupDiscussionTechnique.(Pontianak:TanjungpuraUniversity,2013).

9Purnomowati,DianA.ImprovingtheAbilityinWritingHortatoryExpositionTextsThroughA

GroupDiscussion.(Semarang:UniversitasNegeriSemarang,2010).
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discussion/interactiononstudents’writingachievement,theresearcherhadto
choosearesearchdesignallowingtheresearchertomeasureitaccurately.
Thus,thisresearchwouldbeconductedinanexperimentalresearch.

Latief statedthatExperimentalresearchmeasurestheeffectofone
independentvariabletodependentvariable.10

In this research,ithas to divide into two classes,those are the
experimentalgroup and the controlgroup.Furtherdue to incapacity of
assigningsubjectinagglomeratingrandomlyinSMARaudatulUlum Putukrejo
GondanglegiMalang,thisresearchusestrueexperimentaldesign.Sugiyono
statedthattrueexperimentalissituationwhichtheresearcherisabletocontrol
allvariablethathampertheexperimentprocess.11

Thefollowing considerationsisovertheoption ofthisdesign.The
random assignmentsofthesubjectcanbeconducted,becausetheresearcher
getabigopportunityfrom theschoolauthority,sothatbothofgroupare
selected randomly.According to schoolsituation,the classes can be
reorganizedorschedulecanbedisruptedinaccommodatingthisstudyof
research.

Thereweretwovariablesinthisstudy.Theywereindependentvariable
(cause)anddependentvariable(effect).Theindependentvariablesofthisstudy
are small group discussion/interaction and non-small group
discussion/interactionanddependentvariableistheeffectofanothervariable.
Inthisresearchthedependentvariableisthestudents’writingskill.

According to Nana,in the research,population is divided into two
population.Those are GeneralPopulation and TargetPopulation.12 Target
population is become the subjectthatresearchermustfocuses in the
researcher.So,thePopulationofSMARaudlatulUlum GondanglegiMalangin
academicyearof2018/2019wassecondyearsstudentforgirl.

Inthispresentresearch,thesampleofsimplerandomwascarriedoutin
thepopulation.Theresearchertookthesamplerandomlyfrom thepopulation.
Basedontheallmembersofpopulation,theresearchertook30studentstobe
sampleoftheresearch.

Twowritingtechniqueswereimplementedduringthetreatmentinthe
experimental.Those were smallgroup discussion and non-smallgroup
discussion/interaction.

Theresearcherused thesmallgroup discussion/interactionto treat
experimentalgroupandJigsawTechniquewasusedtotreatthecontrolgroup.
Attheendoftheexperiment,bothofthegroupswerepost-tested.

Thereweretwoinstrumentsthatappliedinthisstudy:awritingtestand
questionnaires.Thetopicforwritingtestwasdesignedtobedifferentas
researcherassumeddthatstudentswouldbeabletorememberwhattheyhad
carriedoutincorrectly.Thequestionnairewasusedtoknowwthestudents’

10Latief,M.A.ResearchMethodsonLanguageLearninganIntroduction.(Malang:UM Press,

2011).p.93
11Prof.Dr.Sugiyono.MetodePenelitianKuantitatifKualitatifdanR&D.(Bandung:ALFABETA,

2011).p.75
12Sukmadinata,Nana.S.MetodePenelitianPendidikan.(Bandung:2010).p.250
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attitudetowardthewritingstrategyisappliedinthisstudy.
According to the research design ofthisstudy,the data collection

processeswascarriedoutinto3stepsorstagegenerally.Theywillbepretest,
treatment,andposttest.

Thedataanalysisaimedtotesttheresearchhypothesis.Thesecond
yearsstudentswhotaughtbySmallGroupDiscussionachievedbetterthan
studentswho taughtbyJigsaw techniquein Writing achievementatSMA
RaudlatulUlum GondanglegiMalang,firstofall,thedatainthisstudywas
organizedandsummarizedbyusingthedescriptivestatistics.

Thewritingtestdatahadbeenobtainedandtheresearcherstartedto
organizethedata.Afterthat,theresearcherarranged themeasureinto a
frequencydistributionandpresentedthedatainthegraphicalforms.

Afterorganizingthedata,theresearchersummarizedthedatatofinda
singleindexthatcouldrepresentameasureset.Therewerethreeindexes
thosecalledthemeasureofcentraltendencyinstatistics.ThoseareMean,
Median,andMode.Themeanisallscores’sum dividedbythenumberofitems
indistribution.Themedianisthemiddlescoresinthescoredistributions.The
modeisfrequentlyoccurringscoreindistribution.

Theresearcherusedthevarianceanalysis(ANOVA)from SPSSversion
17computationtoanalysistheposttestdata.Fdistribution,thenullhypothesis
wasrejectedandthealternativehypothesiswasaccepted.Furthermore,the
researchercarried outa statisticalpoweranalyisis.Then,the powerof
statisticalistheprobabilitythatthesignificanceofstatisticalparticulartestwill
leadtorejectthenullhypothesis.

FINDING
The posttest result showed that the experimental mean score

was76.5whilethecontrolmeanscorewas65.9.inaddition,themeandifference
oftheexperimentalandcontrolgroupwas10.6point.

Seethetablebelow

One-SampleKolmogorov-SmirnovTest

pretest
experime
ntal

posttest
experime
ntal

pretest
control

postt
est
contr
ol

N 15 15 15 15

Normal
Paramet
ersa

Mean 64.80 76.58 63.42 65.92

Std.
Deviation

7.698 6.294 6.932 7.137

TheobtainedintheposttestwascomputedbyusingOneWayANOVAby
meansofSPSS versionl16.0.Based on the statisticalcomputation,thata
significance.000<.5withthelevelofconfidence95%(α=.5).itmeansthatis
valid.WhiletheeffectofSmallGroupDiscussiontoposttestscoreis.000.it<.5
withthelevelofconfidence95%(α=0.5).itmeansthatthereisasignificance
ofSmallGroupDiscussioninthestudents’writing.seethetablebelow

ANOVA



37

ANOVA

pretestandposttestofexperimentaldancontrolgroup

Sum of
Squares df

Mean
Square F Sig.

BetweenGroups 1632.736 3 544.245 11.002 .000

WithinGroups 2770.150 56 49.467

Total 4402.886 59

Tobeefficientintesting,however,thenullhypothesiswasformulatedas
statedinResearchMethodology.Inorderthatthehypothesistestingcouldbe
performed effectively, those null hypotheses wasrestated here. The
formulations of the nullhypothesis were as follows:there is no any
differenceachievementbetweenstudentstaughtbysmallgroupdiscussionand
studentstaughtbynon-SmallGroupDiscussion.

Basedonthestatementabove,thenullhypothesishadbeentestedin
accordancetotheanalysisresult.Thefirstnullhypothesistesting,p-valueis
.000sincethep-valuewassmallerthantheα(.05),thenullhypothesisH

01
wa

rejected and the working hypothesis H
1

was accepted thatthere is any

differenceachievementbetweenstudentstaughtbysmallgroupdiscussionand
studentstaughtbynon-SmallGroupDiscussion.

DISCUSSION
ThefinalresultofdataanalysispresentedinChapterIV,whichhadbeen

derivedfrom theanalysisofANOVAbywhichH
0

isrejected,revealedthatthere

isanydiferenceinthestudents’writingachievementbetweenstudentstaught
bySmallGroupDiscussionandthosewiththeJigsawtechnique.

Beforethetreatment,themeanscoreoftheexperimentalgrouponthe
writingscoreatthepretestwas64.8whilethemeanscoreofthecontrolgroup
onthewritingpretestwas68.41.Themeandifferencescorebetweenthe
experimentalandcontrolgroupatthepretestwas1.39.Intheposttest,the
experimentalgroupmeanscorewas76.58whilethecontrolgroupscorewas
65.91.Themeandifferencebetweenbothofgroupwas10.67.

Thesignificantimprovementontheexperimentalgroupposttestscore
wasaffectedbyseveralreasons.First,theimplementationoftheSmallGroup
Discussionhelpedstudentstoorganizetheinformation/ideatheygotfrom the
writingmaterialinaffectiveway.Bytrainingstudentstocomprehendkeywords
ofthematerialandwritedowntheinformationofthekeywords,thestudents
couldeasilyunderstandthedetailinfromationfrom thewritingmaterials.Then,
the practicing activities also forced them to analyze and evaluate the
information,also changed the information into written form with clearly
structure.Bydoingthoseactivities,thestudentsweretrainedtothinkcritically
in everymeeting.Second,the implementation ofSmallGroup Discussion
preventedthestudentsfrom unexpectedfeelingastheyeverfeltbefore.The
motivationoftheexperimentalstudentsinthisgroupwasbeingimproved.This
isbasedontheresultofstudents’attitudequestionnaire.Therefore,theSmall
GroupDiscussionisaneffectivewayinteachingwritingandimprovingthe
students’achievementofthat.

In conclusion,the SmallGroup Discussion had a highereffectin
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improvingthestudents’writingachievementoftheexperimentalgroup.These
finding,inlinewithwhatDyanAyu(2010)andEdyRahmat(2012)foundintheir
research thatSmallGroup Discussion successfullyimprove the students’
Writingachievement.

SmallGroupDiscussioniseffectiveinimprovingthestudents’writing
achievementmaybecausedofsomereasons.First,thestudentstaughtby
SmallGroup Discussion have highermotivationin writing.Based on the
attitudequestionnaireresultwasgivenaftertreatment,theresultshowedthat
students like writing.Applying SmallGroup Discussion gives students
newlearningexperiencethattheynevergotinadvanced.Further,thestudents
also recommendthat Small Group Discussion should be applied in
othersubjectsbesidesthewritingclass.

Second,SmallGroupDiscussioncanmakestudentsenjoywhilewriting.
InthewritingclassapplyingtheSmallGroupDiscussion,thestudentsare
engagedinanongoingactivity.SmallGroupDiscussionmakesstudentsmore
understandaboutworkinginteam,sothatstudentscanfocustotheimportant
thing.Finally,SmallGroup Discussion providesmentalframeworkto help
studentsinorganizingknowledgeandbuildtheframeworkpeace,linkingitto
othersframework.ItcanbeconcludedthattheuseofSmallGroupDiscussion
helpsstudentstoworktogethereffectivelyandfocustotheirgoalinevery
learningactivity.

CONCLUSION
Basedontheresearchproblem andthedataanalysisresult,itcanbe

concludedthatthereisanydifferenceinstudents’writingachievementtaught
byusingSmallGroupDiscussionandtheJigsawtechnique.Thus,theteaching
ofSmallGroupDiscussioninteachinghasimpactonthestudents’writing
achievementthanusingtheJigsawtechniqueinwritingclass.

This studyshows the effectiveness ofSmallGroup Discussion on
students’Writingwhichisconsistentwiththeresultofseveralpreviousstudies.
AstherealotofstudiesontheeffectivenessofSmallGroupDiscussionon
students’writingachievement,limitationofthisstudyispresented.Thatisthe
guidanceinsummaryactivitywhiledoingtheSmallGroupDiscussionneedsto
beimproved.Duringthetreatment,themainattentionoftheresearcherishow
tohelpstudentsorganizetheideaandturnitintowrittenform systematically.
Futurestudiesshouldemphasizeonimprovingthestudents’vocabularyitems
sinceallofthem arepartofSmallGroupDiscussion.
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